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254 MAST AND SAIL

a run in a heavy blow; and my grandfather, who did
many of his first surveys of that sea in a lateen-rigged
paranzello, used to speak with emphasis of the hand
ness of the lateen in this respect. At the same time,
the yard is long and inconvenient on deck, and it is
better generally to keep it off the deck if possible. In
many of the Italian coasters regular chocks are fitted
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NAPLES TRAWLER

to receive the long-yard when lowered in bad weather,
and a small storm-sail ready bent upon its yard is
carried on the opposite side to the big sail all ready to
be hoisted when the other is secured in its place.

The tricks which the skilled lateen-sailor plays with
his sail are endless, and can be best seen among the
trawlers off the Tuscan coast, where, to suit the vary-
ing strength of the wind, upper and lower spinnakers































264 MAST AND SAIL

lowermast which intervenes between the gaff and the
heel of the topmast. When this topsail is taken in,
the mainsail left standing is about equivalent to an
ordinary sail with three reefs down, and is certainly
snug enough for most purposes. This convenience is
gained at the expense of a plan of sail-spread which is

BOVO (GENOA)

far less efficient in ordinary weather than that of the
ordinary long-hoist fore-and-aft sail and topsail.

With this sail the mast is always given considerable
rake aft, and while the lowermast is long, the top and
the topmast are both rather short. The whole has
rather a topple-over-stern air which does not impress
the stranger.

Though seldom met with in three-masters at the
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present day, this arrangement is generally seen in con-
junction with the very old style of foremast, placed
right in the eyes of the ship and raking over the bows,
upon which the old galleys and feluccas used to set the
fore lateen.

While the position of the mast, the old trinchetto,
has been retained, the heavy lateen yard has been in
these vessels taken off, and a large main staysail, set
along a stay from the maintop, is substituted.

THREE-MAST LATEEN (NAPLES)

The first record which I have been able to find of
the use of this peculiar form of staysail is in a sketch
made by my father in 1841, in the neighbourhood of
Elba. In this case it is shown fitted to an ordinary
felucca-rigged boat, the staysail taking the place of the
fore lateen, it having been apparently introduced as a
storm-sail, when the fore yard was lowered on deck in
order to reduce weight of top hamper.

The bowsprit, taking the place of the old over-
hanging bow, to which the tack of the lateen worked,



266 MAST AND SAIL

remains in the modern rig in order to carry a jib
necessary to give the required head-sail in ordinary
weather.

The staysail is of the four-sided type now in
common use in square-rigged ships, and is fitted on the
foremast with mast-rings. It is a handy sail with good
lifting power, easily set and stowed ; its centre of effort
is low, and it involves no weight of spars aloft. But it
is not remarkablh for beauty, nor for flatness of set
when close hauled, the upper fore angle being difficult
to fill effectively on that point of sailing.

Lying in harbour, these vessels at first appear to
have a set of very solid jib-booms all ‘on end,’ but a
closer inspection shows that what appears to be a jib-
boom is in reality the old-fashioned foremast of history
still surviving.

This peculiar rig is largely an outcome of the
meteorological conditions prevailing in the Gulf of
Lyons and Tyrrhenian Seas, which alternate between
calm bonaccia weather, occasional raggiature or land
squalls, and the fierce, cold mistral from the north; or
again the labeschades, south-westerly gales of great
violence, which blow home with a big sea of short
range and very destructive power.

The Adriatic

The Adriatic provides a new rig to the sailor, for
here is the powerful and flat-setting boomed Italian .
lugsail, which is seen alike in the trabacola or coasting
trader, and in the gorgeous-sailed bragozzi, which is
familiar to all lovers of Venice and its colouring.

The weather in this sea is notoriously unstable, and |
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by the gale in the rigging. However, it is a fev}e!
moments more into the lee of the mole, where withs j¢
short sweep we round into the wind’s eye. For1
few minutes the sail has charge aloft, but as every-
thing is slacked up, it is got in without having}
broken any arms or legs, as it seemed determined to
do. Before night the sun is shining along the low,
cloudy sky, and the wind is hard, but moderating
To tell the truth, we felt mighty glad we were so near

ITALIAN FISHING-LUGGER (POBT MID)

the land, for, while it lasted, there was a fierceness in
it, a driving, hitting power which seemed uncanny, and
which left us feeling surprised, bruised, and mystified,
especially those of us who were new to Eastern seas
The paralysing power of a strong wind, which grips and
holds down the limbs, and overpowers the brain, and
the stinging, vicious onslaught of the hard, salt spray
ceaselessly slapping the eyes and face, if continued for
many hours, are able to conquer the stoutest will, and
are the direct cause of many a sea tragedy. It is at
such a time that one feels their pitiless strength, and
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mealises why so often shipwrecked crews are unable to
= do anything to save themselves.

’ The typical Italian lugsail seen in the Adriatic, and
from thence carried to the far corners of the Medi-
terranean by its enterprising seamen, is what we term
a balance-lug—a Chinese lug without the battens, laced
to boom as well as yard, and when hoisted ‘set up’ by
the tack purchase.
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SHIP'S-BOAT, WITH ITALIAN LUGS

To prevent a “back sail’ against the mast, and to
ensure flatness of set, the Adriatic or Italian sail has its
tack purchase brought to the deck at some distance
away from the mast.

The bragozzi, stern on, and the topo, or mouse, of
Venice show this peculiarity. If the sail is hoisted on
the starboard side of the mast, the tack purchase comes
to a point about midway between the line of the mast
and the starboard gunwale. I am not aware that this
method of setting down the tack of the lugsail is
adopted anywhere else.
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a gregale off Malta, or away down east running with
dry decks before the long roll of a Levanter.

The Eastern Basin

The Italian form of lugsail takes us among the

modern Greek fishermen, who use it in many of their

sponge-boats and other fishing-craft, and in their small
traders of the Archipelago.

But the Greeks, although they built and fitted out

GREEK LUGGER

quite a fleet ot felucca-rigged privateers in the early
wars of the nineteenth century, are not really sailors at
heart. Our own seamen in times past had a very poor
opinion of the seamanship of the pukka Greek, and a
naval officer who spent three years of one commission
in and about the Aegean, declared that he could never
get any information out of a Greek pilot except long
lists of omens foreboding bad weather, or of ports to
run to when the wind should freshen up.

It must in justice be admitted that navigation



